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nicholas d smith considers an original interpretation of the republic presenting it as a work
about knowledge and education smith pays particular attention to plato s use of images
as representations of higher realities in education as well as the power of knowledge in

the republic

one difficulty with interpreting plato is that his philosophical views are hidden within his
dialogues and articulated through his dramatic characters nowhere in the dialogues does
plato the philosopher speak directly to his readers one of the fundamental tenets of

platonism is the assertion that virtue is knowledge yet socrates and the other characters
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in the dialogues do not maintain consistent views on the role of knowledge in virtue this
book develops a new interpretation of the puzzling claim that virtue is knowledge while
also providing a reading of the dialogues as a whole which harmonizes the apparently
diverse statements of their various characters michael cormack examines dialogues from
plato s early and middle periods emphasizing the role knowledge plays in each the most
significant of plato s examples of knowledge is the type of knowledge possessed by the
craftsman using craft knowledge as a guide cormack illustrates the similarities and
differences between craft knowledge and plato s concept of moral knowledge that specific
type of knowledge identified with virtue while the platonic conception of virtue is widely
recognized as the apprehension of universal truths this book illustrates how the dialogues
reveal a number of distinct degrees of understanding that correspond to distinct degrees
of virtue the significance of this interpretation is that plato has not only revealed the goal
of the philosophic life but has shown us the path or the stepping stones as he calls them

in the republic that we should follow to reach that goal

plato s ghost is the first book to examine the development of mathematics from 1880 to
1920 as a modernist transformation similar to those in art literature and music jeremy
gray traces the growth of mathematical modernism from its roots in problem solving and
theory to its interactions with physics philosophy theology psychology and ideas about
real and artificial languages he shows how mathematics was popularized and explains
how mathematical modernism not only gave expression to the work of mathematicians
and the professional image they sought to create for themselves but how modernism also
introduced deeper and ultimately unanswerable questions plato s ghost evokes yeats s
lament that any claim to worldly perfection inevitably is proven wrong by the philosopher
s ghost gray demonstrates how modernist mathematicians believed they had advanced
further than anyone before them only to make more profound mistakes he tells for the
first time the story of these ambitious and brilliant mathematicians including richard
dedekind henri lebesgue henri poincaro and many others he describes the lively debates
surrounding novel objects definitions and proofs in mathematics arising from the use of
naove set theory and the revived axiomatic method debates that spilled over into
contemporary arguments in philosophy and the sciences and drove an upsurge of popular
writing on mathematics and he looks at mathematics after world war i including the
foundational crisis and mathematical platonism plato s ghost is essential reading for
mathematicians and historians and will appeal to anyone interested in the development of

modern mathematics

a comparative history of chinese and western civilization from the dawn of agriculture to
the dawn of modernity in europe china and the west to 1600 explores the factors that led
to the divergent evolution of two major cultures of the ancient world and considers how
the subsequent developments saw one culture cling to tradition even as the other failed

to do so inadvertently setting the stage for the birth of the modern era an accessible and
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inventive comparative history suitable for all students at the college level as well as
general readers compares the history of chinese civilization with western civilization from
the rise of agriculture to the dawn of the modern period explores the ways in which
western failures in the middle ages after the roman empire s collapse and china s
successes in the same period laid the groundwork for each culture s divergent path in the
modern period makes meaningful connections between cultures and over time through the
use of themes such as agriculture philosophy religion and warfare and invasion bridges
the gap between antiquity and modernity looking at many factors of the global middle
ages that influenced the development of the modern world features a timeline maps

endnotes and complete index

first published in 2000 routledge is an imprint of taylor francis an informa company

this is a comprehensive interpretation of plato s meno through examination of dramatic

details and analysis of arguments
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